Is Sparks right for you?

The following questions, based on the criteria we will assess your application by will help you decide whether or not to make an application to Sparks.

| 1. Have you had a Sparks Grant before?

Schools not eligible for Sparks
at this time should check out
other funding possibilities on
the Any Questions and Links

pages of www.intheforge.com.

Consider an application to
Artsmark.

Only schools who have

received a Sparks award during
or before 2004-05 are eligible
to make another application.

Continue to question 2.

Yes No

~ 2. Has your school been involved in any
initiatives/residencies in the last two years?

Continue to question 3.

Yes No
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3. Are you confident about working with an
artist to plan a programme of activity?
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Continue to question 4.

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme.

Yes No

4. Does Your planned project have clear aims

Continue to question 5.

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme.

and learning outcomes for pupils and
teachers?
Yes No

5. If your grant application is successful, do
you have plans for the project to contribute
to the development of the arts in school?

Artsmark is a national award scheme
managed by Arts Council England that
recognises schools with a high level of
provision in the arts. The award
scheme is open to all schools in
England. Artsmark provides a
benchmark for arts provision which
encourages schools to consider the
opportunities they offer in art, dance,
drama and music. As part of a support
package offered to schools, The Forge
co-ordinates seminars for schools
applying for their Artsmark in the
Autumn term of each year. Further
information on seminars will be made
available in the extranet in the summer
term.

Consider planning an
application to Artsmark,

beginning with an Arts audit.

Continue to question 6.

Yes No

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme.

6. Do you have an overarching policy for the
arts that covers art and design, dance, drama|
and music?

Consider planning an
application to Artsmark.
Continue to question 7.

Yes No

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme.

Artslink is a vibrant
arts network open to
all schools in County

Durham. Artslink aims
to continue the
development of high
quality arts practice in
County Durham and to
share and promote
good practice in arts
education. Artslink
members can take
advantage of half-day
networking meetings,
special offers on
publications,
discounted fees and
regular artslink
newsletters. Some
schools have also
benefited from free
practical workshops.

Artslink also offers a

Super membership

7. Do you currently have or plan to apply for
Artsmark?

You are in a good position to

apply to Sparks.

Yes No

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme. Attend an Artsmark
seminar.

scheme entitling
schools to all of the
above benefits plus a
full day with an artist in
residence which is co-
ordinated and
managed by The
Forge. For further
information on
Artslink, please
contact Carolyn
Earlam on 0191 383

Consider joining the Artslink
scheme.
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